
1177 SW Lincoln: Jordan Hall

Building at 1177 SW Lincoln, now a home, is the former Jordan

Hall.  Jordan Hall experienced two separate, and very different,

incarnations.  In the early 1890s, it was notorious as a dance

hall, referred to in the “respectable” black press as the “Jordan

Hall nuisance.”  It was reported to be a locus for noise, illegal

drinking, and fights.  [Abbott and Seroff book]  Rev. Charles M.

Sheldon (1857-1946), pastor of Central Congregational Church

on the edge of Tennesseetown and a self-described “rabid

prohibitionist,” had urged that Jordan Hall be raided.  [Miller

book]

1182 SW Buchanan St Gaines and Son Funeral Home

SW 12th St & SW Lincoln St C.H. Hunt Grocery Store

1139 SW Lane St

This was the home of Elisha Scott (1890-1963).  Elisha Scott was

“discovered” by Rev. Charles M. Sheldon in the Tenneeseetown

kindergarten and encouraged by him to go to college and law

school.  After graduation from Washburn Law School and

admission to the Kansas bar in 1916, Elisha Scott became a

leading civil rights lawyer.  He was on the defense team in the

Robert Hill extradition case in 1920 and counsel for the

successful plaintiffs in Thurman-Watts v. Board of Education of

City of Coffeyville (1924) [segregated junior high schools], and

Kern v. City Com’rs of City of Newton (1940) [whites-only

municipal swimming pool].  His sons also graduated from

Washburn Law School, and two of them, Charles Sheldon Scott

and John Scott, were counsel for the plaintiffs in Webb v. School

Dist. No. 90, Johnson County, Kan. (1949) [segregated

elementary schools in Kansas City suburb] [Kluger book, Katz

and Tucker article] and then with local attorney Charles Bledsoe

and the NAACP Legal Defense and Education Fund, Inc. legal

staff in Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka.  Charles S. Scott

(1921-1989) also resided in this house.

1169 SW Buchanan St The Hall Grocery Store:



SW Munson Ave & SW Lincoln St Church of God / African Congregational Church

1179 SW Lincoln St Plymouth Baptist Church

1201 SW Buchanan St

Shiloh Baptist Church: Across 12th Street on the southwest

corner is Shiloh Baptist Church.  This church developed as one

of the three larger and more important black churches in

Topeka, and the only one of the three in Tennesseetown.  In

1910, Topeka had 30 black churches.  They were very important

institutions in the development of the community, in

Tennesseetown and elsewhere.  [Cox book

SW Washburn Ave & SW Munson Ave Second Christian Church

SW 12th St & SW Buchanan St

Mt. Olive ME Church -Ashbury Mt. Olive: On the northeast

corner is Asbury-Mount Olive United Methodist Church.  Ten

residents of Tennessetown met in a blacksmith shop to organize

Mount Olive Methodist Church.  Their first meeting place was a

frame building near 11th and Buchanan.  The church moved to

this corner in 1907 and built a brick edifice in 1911.   After a

merger with the Asbury Methodist Episcopal Church of North

Topeka, the name became Asbury-Mount Olive United

Methodist Church, and the present modern church building

was erected.

1165 SW Lincoln St Holy of Holies Church

1189 SW Lincoln St Church House - Sanborn Maps



1195 SW Buchanan St Buchanan Elementary School

1224 SW Buchanan St Barber shop

Central Congregational Church

The Central church was a relatively new church.  The name

“Central” referred to its location between downtown Topeka

and the Washburn campus.  At the end of 1888, young Rev.

Sheldon called to the pastorate.  He preached weekly sermons

and oversaw completion of a permanent stone church building.

Beyond these conventional responsibilities, he was an active

practitioner of the Social Gospel.  He investigated conditions in

the community, such as unemployment, which affected those

with limited skills and members of minority groups.  He spent

three weeks in Tennesseetown, interviewing residents, visiting

black schools, and discovering the reality of the color line which

existed in Topeka, although, except for the schools, not

sanctioned by statute.   Rev. Sheldon decided to start a second

kindergarten in Tennesseetown.  To house it, he leased Jordan

Hall for two years, from 1893 to 1895.  In addition to providing

space for the kindergarten in a convenient location, this

arrangement had the effect of eliminating Jordan Hall as a party

spot.  The kindergarten was a success.  At the end of the

two-year lease, it was relocated to the Tennesseetown

Congregational Church building up the street, and other

educational and cultural projects were initiated.  [Miller book]

1149 SW Lincoln St

Colored Women's Club:

White frame house at 1149 SW Lincoln was the headquarters of

the Topeka Association of Colored Women and Girls, starting in

1931.  [Mack article]  The building was recently acquired by the

Living the Dream Foundation; historic landmark designation is

being sought.  In 1917, eight separate organizations were

members of the Council of Colored Women’s Clubs.  [Cox book]

The colored women’s clubs were important institutions in the

development of organization, unity and leadership within the

black community.  [Brady article]



12th & Washburn Christian Church

SW 12th St & SW Lane St The Church of God (now Lane Chapel, at 12th and Lane Streets)

SW Buchanan St & SW 11th St

The Asbury-Mt. Olive Apartments, a tax-credit financed

development initiated by

Asbury-Mt. Olive United Methodist Church in the second 1100

block of SW Buchanan St., opened in 2004

SW 11th St & SW Lincoln St

The second phase of the Tennessee Town Plaza Apartments, the

apartments managed by the

Topeka Housing Authority, in the second 1100 block of SW

Lincoln St., opened in 2010

In Fill Housing

In-fill housing through the City of Topeka (the second house

was acquired from Holy Name Church, moved into the NIA and

rehabilitated) in the first 1200 block of SW Lincoln St. This new

housing, which enabled the complete turnaround of the NIA's

worst block, according to Topeka's Planning Department, was

completed in 2004
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Kings Basketball Court

Identify

Dillons

Grocery Story at this location for nearly 75 years.Throughout

the next several decades businesses sprang up along Huntoon

Street, including the Caravan Club, which was the favored

watering hole for our state legislators for years. Silver's Furs

occupied a storefront along Huntoon for years, too. The Brown

v. Board case ended school segregation, but it also ended the

existence of Topeka's historically black schools, including the

Buchanan School. Bobo's Drive In, at SW Huntoon and Lincoln

Sts., was an area restaurant and landmark for years. Dibble's

Grocery Store was located in a Tudor-style building at SW

Huntoon and Lane Sts. until the late 1970s; Dillon's is there

now. However, the building that now houses WCW Property

Management, at 1238 SW Lane, was built in the same style as

Dibble’s, which was located across the street. The Topeka and

Shawnee County Library, as it's now called, has been at

Tennessee Town’s northwestern border since its inception, as

has Stormont-Vail Hospital.

TSCPL

The Topeka and Shawnee County Library, as it's now called, has

been at Tennessee Town’s northwestern border since its

inception, as has Stormont-Vail Hospital.

Historic Tennessee Town Borders
Washburn/West to King/Munson to Buchanan/Huntoon to

Washburn/west

Aaron Douglas Art Park

Storyboards beside the mural contain information about Aaron

Douglas, Tennesseetown, and the mural, a copy of one of a set

of murals entitled Aspects of Negro Life, at the Countee Cullen

branch of the New York Public Library.  Aaron Douglas was born

in Topeka.  His father had learned the trade of a baker in his

native Tennessee, and continued in that work in Topeka.  His

mother was a native of Alabama.  Young Douglas lived with his



parents in north Topeka and attended McKinley School there.

He graduated from Topeka High School in 1917 and went on to

earn degrees from the University of Nebraska, the University of

Kansas, and later Columbia University.  After teaching art in the

segregated Kansas City, Missouri school system for several

years, Mr. Douglas went to New York, where he became a

leading artist of the Harlem Renaissance.  He provided cover art

for the periodicals Opportunity (National Urban League) and

The Crisis (NAACP), and contributed to the short-lived Fire!!

He illustrated books by black authors, such as God’s Trombones

by James Weldon Johnson.  He painted the Aspects of Negro

Life murals in 1934 under the auspices of the Works Progress

Administration Artists Project.  He also painted murals for the

African American building at the Texas Centennial in 1936.  He

introduced African themes into American art.  His experiences

working in industrial jobs to finance his college education

informed his depictions of black people in industry.  His later

career was devoted to teaching art at Fisk University.March -

May 2005 The mural wall was built. Over 100 volunteers, young

and old, painted the mural on the wall under the supervision of

artist David Loewenstein, with support from artist Stan Herd as

well. Prior to the beginning of the painting, Dave Loewenstein

presented a slide presentation and talk about public art and

Aaron Douglas to classes in the five schools who were most

involved in the project. Topeka High created a studio for

preparation of the working drawings. The press and the

community were very supportive.

1149 Lincoln Street,”
“Tennessee Town Home for Women and Girls, in Shawnee

County Historical Society Bulletin No. 71 (1994)


